2Q2	KING   CHARLES   I
voice from the gallery cried, " He has too much wit to be here!" Then a party of soldiers was sent to fetch the prisoner from Cotton House. He appeared, dressed in black, wearing his George and Garter. He sat down in the little box, carefully avoiding any sign of deference to the judges. Bradshawe addressed him, accusing him, in the name of the Commons, of all the innocent blood that had lately been spilt in England. He ordered the indictment to be read ; it had been composed by a Dutchman called Isaac Dorislaus who was soon to return, unwisely, to his native land and be murdered by Royalist exiles at The Hague. It was drawn up in the name of the English people, and it fixed the charge at High Treason. Charles, after attempting to speak once, sat laughing to himself, Then Bradshawe required him to answer to the charge.
There was only one answer he could make. He could not plead at all until he knew by what authority he was on trial—" I mean," he said, " lawful authority—for there are many unlawful authorities in the world, robbers by the highway." He had been in negotiation with the Houses of Parliament; they were " upon the conclusion of a treaty.'1 He had suddenly been carried away and " brought from place to place, like I know not what, until I came hither." He demanded to know under what law this had come about, before he spoke further. " Remember, I am your King, your lawful King, and what sin you bring upon your, heads—besides those other judgments you bring upon the lani ... I have a trust committed to me by God, by old and lawful descent. I will not betray that trust to a new, unlawful authority, for all the world. Therefore, let me know by what lawful authority I am come hither and you shall hear more of me. Resolve me in that and I will answer."
The deadlock was complete. Bradshawe did not help matters by suggesting that Charles was being tried by "the People of England, by which people you were elected King." Charles scored a debating point by replying

